
Ms. Mary Ann Discenza
May 3, 1942 - September 20, 2020

Ms. Mary Ann Discenza, of Cortland passed away on Sunday September 20, 2020 at the
age of 78. Born May 3, 1942 in Cortland, Mary Ann was the daughter of Michael and
Josephine Cerio Discenza. A graduate of Cortland High School, Mary Ann went on to
receive her Bachelor’s Degree from D’Youville University and a Masters in Social Work
from Catholic University. 

 

Mary Ann was formerly employed as the Commissioner of Social Services for Cortland
County, then went on to Virginia, serving as State Director of a federal program for infants
and toddlers with disabilities. She retired in 2011 and, upon returning to Cortland, served
as a Cortland County Legislator. 

Mary Ann was a communicant of St. Mary’s Roman Catholic Church in Cortland. As a
legislator she was a leader on the Health & Human Services, Judiciary & Public Safety
and Budget & Finance Committees. She served on the following Boards: Central New
York Regional Planning & Development, Community Services, Developmental Disabilities
Sub-Committee, Cortland Downtown Partnership, CAPCO, JM Murray Center, Central NY
Health Systems, Cortland County Mental Health, YWCA, and Catholic Charities. Mary Ann
had the distinction of being the first woman president of the New York State Public Welfare
Association. After her father’s passing in the 60’s, Mary Ann continued his efforts by
coordinating the annual trip to St. Anne’s Shrine in Montreal, for the parishioners of St.
Anthony’s Church. 

 

Survivors include her long term companion Carole O’Rourke of Cortland, her two brothers
Michael Joseph (Jacque) Discenza of Rochester, his children Michael Discenza, Jr (Cindy
Durakis), Michelle (Sean) Woods and Amy Discenza; and brother Joseph John (Linda)
Discenza of Cortland and his children Peter, Patsy and Kara Discenza. Mary Ann is also
survived by Carole’s family, including her children, grandchildren and siblings. 

A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated on Friday at 10:30 a.m. at St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church with Rev. Joseph Zareski serving as celebrant. Prayers of committal,



limited to family only, will follow in St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery. Contributions in Mary
Ann’s memory may be made to St. Mary’s Parochial School 61 N. Main St. Cortland, N.Y. 

We will be following NY State Covid Guidelines for both the funeral mass and burial.
Social distancing practices will be in place and masks must be worn at all times. 

 

Arrangements are under the direction of Riccardi Funeral Home, Cortland, N.Y. 
 

Condolences may be sent to the family by visiting www.riccardifuneralhome.com



Previous Events

A Mass of Christian Burial

SEP 25. 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM (ET)

St. Mary's Church
Cortland, NY 13045
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Amy Buggs - September 28, 2020 at 09:25 AM

I send my prayers and sympathy to this wonderful woman's family! Mary Ann was
an amazing community member and always so kind and helpful. Always enjoyed
a conversation with her. Thank you for your service to our community, you will be
missed. RIP Mary Ann! Amy Buggs

Sue,Tom and Dave O`Rourke - September 22, 2020 at 08:09 PM

Sue,Tom and Dave O`Rourke purchased the Enchanted Cotta
ge for the family of Ms. Mary Ann Discenza.

Jim Murphy - September 22, 2020 at 12:57 PM

We had the pleasure to know Mary Ann, I served with her on The Central New
York Regional Planning and Development Board and enjoyed our trips to
Syracuse. Mary Ann was a wonderful example of her Catholic Faith at
St.Anthony’s St. Mary’s a “Gentle Woman“...Rest In Peace.... Jim&lucy Murphy
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Dr. Charlie Capanzano - September 22, 2020 at 09:20 PM

I had the honor and privilege to know Mary Ann as a fellow County Department Head ,
a Board member and Chair and later as one of our legislators. Wise,articulate,
compassionate and loyal she was a very effective leader. Cortland has lost a great
lady and advocate for the needy Thank you for your dedicated service. 

 Rest in Peace
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