
Mr. Jay Allen
October 3, 1935 - July 15, 2024

I, Jay Allen, died on July 15, 2024. I resided in Cortland, N.Y. since November
2019. I write my own obituary ahead for two reasons. The first I detest the
words passed away, I did not pass away, I died! They say avoiding the words
died or death eases the grief. I doubt that. Secondly, any personal thoughts
about me and my life I want to originate from me. Any who knew me and may
think of me now or later will, I hope, remember me with love, respect and
happiness. Soon my ashes will rest next to my wife's in our urn. A bit of my
soul, again hopefully, will become a part of each of your souls until your time is
at hand. 

 

I was predeceased by my wife Shirley in August of 2019, just a few weeks
before the date of our 63rd wedding anniversary. I am survived by our three
children; Michael (Patti) in Cortland, N.Y. Jeffrey (Chris Abbuhl) in
Belchertown, Mass. and Cathy (Adam) DeGarmo in Cortlandt Manor, NY, our
grandchildren; Brian and Megan Allen, Margaret and Henry DeGarmo, great
granddaughter; Harper Allen and six nieces and nephews. 

 

My wife and I spent most of our working years in New York with an eight year
interval in Massachusetts. We both retired in the late 90's, I from NYSEG and
she from Cornell University. In 1998, we built a home in Calabash, NC and
enjoyed 21 years almost becoming southerners. I returned to New York in
2019 to be near our families. 



Throughout my life I was involved in the activities of many community and
service organizations. I was past master of Dryden, N.Y. Masonic lodge, a
member of the Dryden School Board, President of the Dryden Sertoma Club,
President of the Etna N.Y. Community Assoc. (enjoyed many years taking part
in Etna's white water derby, both as a volunteer and a paddler with one of our
children in the bow.) I was President of the Carolina Shores North Property
Owners Assoc. 

 

I was an avid hiker and climber. A serious neck injury in 2021 ended my goal
of becoming an Adirondack 46er, but my final total of 32 peaks scaled gave
my entire family many enjoyable memories of our trips. Since high school
years I was active in team sports and during our children's school years I
coached many seasons in youth leagues (never could skate well enough to try
hockey). As an avid Red Sox and Blue Devils fan, I forgive all my Yankee and
Tar Heels friends and thank you for the memories of all our "discussions." 

 

Yes, you are right! Not quite the "normal" obituary. Some of you may smile,
others may have a forgotten memory suddenly pop up. Thank you, that was
my hope. 

 Services will be held on Saturday July 27, 2024 at 12 noon in the Chapel of
Riccardi Funeral Home, Cortland, N.Y. The family will receive friends on
Saturday from 10 a.m- 12 noon prior to services in the funeral home chapel. w
ww.riccardifuneralhome.com 

 

Contributions in Mr. Allen's memory may be made to, Finger Lakes Land
Trust. https://www.fllt.org/donate/
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Deanne Miller - July 27, 2024 at 02:38 PM

Remembering the good times in the Dryden area and later in
Calabash North Carolina. Of all of Jays accomplishments I believe
the best thing about him was his sense of humor, sometimes
bordering on pure silliness! Love to all the family. You all are special
people. Deanne Miller now in Bethlehem PA.

July 26, 2024 at 12:24 PM

Beautiful Dreams was purchased for the family of
Mr. Jay Allen.

Jane Cecil and family - July 25, 2024 at 12:08 PM

Jane Cecil and family purchased the Simply Eleg
ant Spathiphyllum for the family of Mr. Jay Allen.

Jane Cecil and family - July 25, 2024 at 12:08 PM

Jane Cecil and family planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Jay Allen.

https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1405&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
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The Gestwicki and Cavallaro families - July 24, 2024 at 10:59
AM

The Gestwicki and Cavallaro families purchased
the Gracious Lavender Basket for the family of
Mr. Jay Allen.

July 23, 2024 at 05:28 PM

Stately Lilies was purchased for the family of Mr.
Jay Allen.

Mary, Noah, Heather, Hugo & Lily - July 23, 2024 at 05:28 PM

Mary, Noah, Heather, Hugo & Lily planted a <a
href="/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in
honor of Mr. Jay Allen.

https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1455&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1421&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.riccardifuneralhome.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1421&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

